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Forensic Services Division   
  
The purpose of this Department Notice is to provide an overview and explanation of the services 
offered within the evidence processing units of the Forensic Services Division. 
 
Crime Lab Units and Services  
M-F, 7 am to 5 pm 
Contact: 415-671-3200 
 
Requests for Crime Lab services are made by members of the Investigations Bureau using 
SFPD Form 64. 
 
Firearm/Toolmark Unit  
• Utilizes NIBIN (National Integrated Ballistic Information Network) database which contains 

images of spent bullets, cartridge casings, and test fires from confiscated weapons. 
• Evidence is automatically submitted to crime lab for testing and no SFPD Form 64-request is 

required for all non-homicide or OIS crime guns and cartridge casings for operability testing 
and NIBIN entry. 

• For all evidence requiring a full microscopic comparison, including homicides and OIS events, a 
SFPD Form 64-request is needed.   

• The unit will provide a lab report with NIBIN results, operability statement and, if requested, 
microscopic comparison results. The lab will also provide notification of NIBIN matches, when 
available. 

• The unit can also perform and issue reports, upon request, in toolmark comparison, fracture 
matching, shooting distance determination, footwear impressions, and serial number 
restorations. 

 
Forensic Biology Unit  
• Utilizes CODIS (Combined DNA Index System) database which contains crime scene DNA 

profiles and DNA profiles from Arrestees, Suspects and Convicted Offenders. 
•  A SFPD Form 64-request is not required for Sexual Assault Kits as these are automatically 

submitted to crime lab for testing. Limited serology testing (sperm search, presumptive saliva 
testing, etc.) is performed. If additional serology testing is required, then a SFPD Form 64-
request is needed. 

• For all other requests a SFPD Form 64-request is required.  
• The Forensic Biology Unit will provide a lab report with results of testing and CODIS entries, if 

any, and will also provide notifications of any CODIS matches.  
• The unit can also perform paternity and kinship testing and provides liaison for CODIS familial 

searching, missing persons, unidentified human remains searching, Interpol, and international 
DNA profile searching. 

 












