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The San Francisco Police Department voided a search warrant issued to the San Francisco Bay Area Independent
Media Center, or Indybay, related to an anonymous post on Indybay.org by someone admitting to committing a
crime.

When SFPD Chief Bill Scott was made aware of the warrant, he immediately ordered officers to not pursue it
over questions about possible First Amendment and Freedom of the Press issues.

The signed warrant was emailed in January to Indybay, but the SFPD never acted on the warrant or searched the
organization. The SFPD also informed Indybay it would not continue to pursue the warrant.

The SFPD is committed to supporting the Free Press and has policies and training related to California Evidence
Code 1070, also known as the Shield Law, which protects news organizations, journalists, and their confidential
sources.

The post in question on Indybay.org was by an anonymous person on a public forum claiming responsibility for
felony vandalism of a business. Indybay raised concerns about issues with the Shield Law after receiving the
warrant seeking information on the individual who made the post.

The unusual circumstance brings up interesting questions about the Shield Law and the scope of its protections.
The SFPD, however, has no interest in exploring or litigating the issue further.

Tags
Featured
Announcements
News Release

Featured News

SFPD Arrests Suspects Involved in a Robbery in the Central 25-008

January 22, 2025 | 10:00 AM

https://sanfranciscopolice.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsanfranciscopolice.org%2Fnews%2Fsan-francisco-police-department-voids-search-warrant-issued
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=San%20Francisco%20Police%20Department%20Voids%20Search%20Warrant%20Issued%20to%20Media%20Collective%20Website%2024-019&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsanfranciscopolice.org%2Fnews%2Fsan-francisco-police-department-voids-search-warrant-issued
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsanfranciscopolice.org%2Fnews%2Fsan-francisco-police-department-voids-search-warrant-issued&title=San%20Francisco%20Police%20Department%20Voids%20Search%20Warrant%20Issued%20to%20Media%20Collective%20Website%2024-019
mailto:?subject=San%20Francisco%20Police%20Department%20Voids%20Search%20Warrant%20Issued%20to%20Media%20Collective%20Website%2024-019&body=https%3A%2F%2Fsanfranciscopolice.org%2Fnews%2Fsan-francisco-police-department-voids-search-warrant-issued
https://sanfranciscopolice.org/print/pdf/node/45946
https://sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-arrests-suspects-involved-robbery-central-25-008


Featured
Crime News & Tips
Announcements
News Release

SFPD Arrests Residential Burglary Suspect and Recover Stockpile of Stolen Bicycles and
Parts 25-007

January 17, 2025 | 8:12 PM
Featured
Crime News & Tips
Announcements
News Release

Over 600 felony arrests by SFPD’s Citywide Plainclothes Team in 2024 25-006

January 17, 2025 | 6:50 PM
Events
Featured
Crime News & Tips
Announcements
News Release

SFPD Solves Cold Case Homicide from 1992 25-005

January 15, 2025 | 7:25 PM
Featured
Crime News & Tips
Announcements
News Release

https://sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-arrests-residential-burglary-suspect-and-recover
https://sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-arrests-residential-burglary-suspect-and-recover
https://sanfranciscopolice.org/news/over-600-felony-arrests-sfpds-citywide-plainclothes-team
https://sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-solves-cold-case-homicide-1992-25-005

