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With St. Patrick's Day on March 17, the San Francisco Police Department and the Avoid DUI Task Force are
reminding drivers not to get behind the wheel if they’ve been drinking. The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) reports that more than 269 people were senselessly killed nationwide in crashes
involving drunk drivers during the St. Patrick’s Day holiday from 2007 to 2011. Those fatalities were
preventable.
The San Francisco Avoid DUI Task Force will be deploying a sobriety checkpoint on Saturday, March 15th,
from 8:00 P.M. to 4:00 A.M. There will be roving DUI saturation patrols on Monday, March 17th, from 8:00
P.M. to 4:00 A.M. This St. Patrick’s Day weekend San Francisco Police officers will be looking to stop and
arrest drivers who are impaired by alcohol or drugs. These DUI patrols and sobriety checkpoint are in addition to
regularly scheduled patrol officers, all looking for the tell-tale signs of an impaired driver behind the wheel.

“When you celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, just be smart about it. If you know you’re going to drink—whether with
friends at a pub or attending a party — designate a sober driver ahead of time or call a taxi to make sure you get
home safely,” said Sergeant John Bragagnolo, San Francisco Police Traffic Division. “There’s never an excuse
for driving after drinking.”

According to NHTSA, in 2011, one person was killed on an average of every 53 minutes in a drunk-driving
crash in the United States. Most of these crashes involved drunk drivers who had blood alcohol concentrations of
.15 or higher, almost twice the legal limit of .08.

To prevent these tragedies from occurring, Sergeant Bragagnolo recommends the following steps to have a safe
and happy St. Patrick’s Day:

Before the festivities begin, plan a way to safely get home at the end of the night.
Before drinking, designate a sober driver and leave your car keys at home.
If you’re impaired, use a taxi, call a sober friend or family member, or use public transportation to get
home safely.
If you see a drunk driver on the road, Report Them! Call 9-1-1! You could save a life

And remember, if you know people who are about to drive or ride while impaired, take their keys and help them
make other arrangements to get to where they are going safely.

The Task Force is funded through a grant by the California Office of Traffic Safety through the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The Avoid DUI Task Force will next deploy operations on Cinco de

https://sanfranciscopolice.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsanfranciscopolice.org%2Fnews%2Fdesignate-sober-driver-st-patricks-day
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Designate%20a%20Sober%20Driver%20This%20St.%20Patrick%27s%20Day&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsanfranciscopolice.org%2Fnews%2Fdesignate-sober-driver-st-patricks-day
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsanfranciscopolice.org%2Fnews%2Fdesignate-sober-driver-st-patricks-day&title=Designate%20a%20Sober%20Driver%20This%20St.%20Patrick%27s%20Day
mailto:?subject=Designate%20a%20Sober%20Driver%20This%20St.%20Patrick%27s%20Day&body=https%3A%2F%2Fsanfranciscopolice.org%2Fnews%2Fdesignate-sober-driver-st-patricks-day
https://sanfranciscopolice.org/print/pdf/node/13106


Mayo.

Tags
Announcements
News Release

Featured News

SFPD DMACC Fugitive Recovery Enforcement Operation Made 67 Arrests and Seized
Over 3 Ounces of Narcotics 25-049

April 10, 2025 | 3:00 PM
Featured
Crime News & Tips
Announcements
News Release

SFPD Holding DUI Checkpoint April 12th, 2025 25-048

April 10, 2025 | 11:00 AM
Featured
Announcements
News Release

San Francisco Police Department Real-Time Investigation Center (RTIC) Assists in Over
500 Arrests, Historic Crime Drop 25-047

April 09, 2025 | 1:30 PM
Featured
Crime News & Tips
Announcements
News Release

Drug Market Agency Coordination Center Operation In Multiple Areas Seized Over 1.15
Pounds of Narcotics and Led To 9 arrests 25-046

April 03, 2025 | 1:00 PM
Featured
Crime News & Tips
Announcements
News Release

https://sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-dmacc-fugitive-recovery-enforcement-operation-made-67
https://sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-dmacc-fugitive-recovery-enforcement-operation-made-67
https://sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-holding-dui-checkpoint-april-12th-2025-25-048
https://sanfranciscopolice.org/news/san-francisco-police-department-real-time-investigation
https://sanfranciscopolice.org/news/san-francisco-police-department-real-time-investigation
https://sanfranciscopolice.org/news/drug-market-agency-coordination-center-operation-multiple
https://sanfranciscopolice.org/news/drug-market-agency-coordination-center-operation-multiple

